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Padel en Indonesia con “sabor espanol”
Padel tennis in Indonesia with "Spanish flavor”

¢Creo que no eres nuevo con el padel, ni tampoco en Asia verdad?

Para nada, juego a padel desde hace 20 afios, empecé en mi ciudad natal Barcelona, al poco viajé a la
India, donde disfruté de la practica del tenis al no existir el padel, pese a ello impulsé junto a un grupo de
amigos el padel en donde vivia: Nueva Delhi.

Llevaba a mis amigos indios de tenis nuestra caracteristica pala con agujeros, que miraban con
fascinacion y entusiasmo, pero el elevadisimo coste del suelo en ciudades como Delhi, Mumbai y
Bangalore y el precio minimo al que se puede alquilar una pista no garantizaban el éxito.

A diferencia de India, Indonesia y concretamente Bali son una buena oportunidad para nuestro deporte
favorito, llegué aqui hace un afio y medio de viaje de trabajo desde Nueva Delhi, llegé la pandemia y aqui
me quedé, indagué hasta dar con una pista poco utilizada en un hotel espafiol en la isla de Bali, construida
hace 15 afios.

| believe padel is not new to you, and neither is Asia, right?

Not at all, | have been playing padel since | was 20 years old. | started in my city Barcelona back in Spain,
soon after | traveled to India where | was only able to enjoy tennis as padel did not exist at the time.
However, | promoted padel with a group of friends where | was living in India: New Delhi.

| showed my Indian friends who used to play tennis, the padel racket which they looked at quite amazed
and excited, but due to the very expensive land price in cities such as Delhi, Mumbai and Bangalore, and
the expensive minimum price one can rent a court in these cities made the task of promoting padel in
India quite difficult.

Unlike India, Indonesia and more specifically Bali, are great locations for the success of our most favourite
sport. | arrived in Bali over a year and a half ago on a business trip from New Delhi. Soon after the
pandemic hit the island where | have been ever since. Here in Bali, | found the only padel court that exists
which was built 15 years ago, located in a Spanish hotel called Melia in Nusa Dua

¢En sélo 3 meses y ya un torneo?

Hablé con el director del hotel Melia Bali y le propuse impulsar la practica del padel y recientemente he
abierto la primera empresa de padel del pais, BALI PADEL CLUB (balipadel.club) 3 meses mas tarde ya
somos una comunidad internacional de cerca de 80 personas, de 8 paises diferentes, unos ya jugabany
otros se estan iniciando. Tras estos meses de practica hemos organizado el BALI PADEL OPEN, el primer
torneo oficial de padel en toda Indonesia, un hito histérico en la historia del padel, que ha finalizado con
tres ganadores, el primero espafiol Jorge, el segundo italiano Tonino, y el tercero francés Aymeric.


http://balipadel.club/

And in just 3 months you have already organised the first tournament?

| spoke to the hotel director and | proposed promoting the sport of padel in Bali using their facilities. | also
recently set up the first padel company in Indonesia, BALI PADEL CLUB. In 3 months we have already
become an international community with more than 80 people and from 8 different countries. Some
people have previous experience playing padel, others are just starting. After such a short period of time,
we have already organised the Bali Padel Open, the first official padel tournament in the whole of
Indonesia, an amazing milestone in the history of the sport, which came to an end with 3 winners, the 1st
one Jorge from Spain, 2nd was Tonmino from Italy and 3rd was Aymeric from France.

¢A qué te dedicas?

Soy abogado, tengo oficina en Barcelona, Nueva Delhi y Bali, ayudo al inversor a aterrizar en Asia.
También dirijo una ONG (streetsofindia.org), desde hace 12 afios monto escuelas en comunidades
oprimidas de Nueva Delhi. Me gusta emprender en salud y educacion.

What is your profession?

| am a lawyer, | have offices in Barcelona, New Delhi and Bali. | help investors to establish themselves in
Asia. | also lead an NGO, Streets of India, where | have been opening up schools in oppressed
communities back in New Delhi. My passion is the health and education entrepreneurship.

¢Y los indonesios con el padel?

Son muy de deportes de raqueta, el badminton se juega mucho, el tenis también y ya empiezo a tener
poblacion local interesada en padel. Indonesia es el 4 del mundo en poblacion, el mas creciente del
Sudeste Asiatico y la clase media emergente asciende en aumento, la practica del deporte y el padel es
un elemento mas de esa evolucion.

And indonesian people with Padel?

They love racket sports, badminton is very popular, and also tennis. Locals have also shown interest in
Padel. Indonesia is the world’s 4th most populated country, and the fastest growing in South East Asia.
And the emergent middle class is also growing, people practicing more sports, including padel, are
elements helping this evolution.

¢Qué hace Bali Padel Club?
En este momento construimos nuestros propios centros, asesoramos en infraestructura de padel y
guiamos a empresarios deportivos interesados a invertir en pistas de padel.

What does Bali Padel club do?

Right now, we are building our own facilities and courts, we advice about padel infrastructure and guide
sports companies interested in investing in padel courts


http://streetsofindia.org/

¢Planes de futuro?
Seguir creciendo en presencia en el pais, tenemos contactos ya interesados en Jakarta, aunque
empezaremos en Bali que es donde mas ambiente deportivo y turistico existe. En breve empezaremos

con ligas de entre paises de la zona, estoy convencido que juntaremos a jugadores India e Indonesia en
breve en Bali.

Plans for the future?

Continue growing the Padel presence in Indonesia, we already have interest coming from Jakarta,
although our focus is for now only Bali, where most sports and tourism interest is. Soon we will start an
international league with our neighbour countries. | am confident we will put together players from India
and Indonesia in Bali very soon.
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